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CHARLESTON, IL--(Oct. 15, 1985)--This is the tfme of year when the gauntlets are 
thrown down and the real battle begins. Past performances can be tossed out of the 
tower and into the mote. The Gateway Conference volleyball season is upon us and 
Eastern Illinois (12-8) takes it show on the road Friday (Oct. 18) to take on Drake (0-13) 
and will match-up with Northern Iowa U4-3 on Saturday (Oct. 19). (EIU hosts Butler 
Wednesday, Oct. 16 at Lantz Gym at 7:30p.m.). 
EIU dropped home matches to Northern Iowa (15-10, 10-15, 9-15, 15-10, 11-15) and 
Drake (10-15, 7-15, 14-16) last season. Drake qualified for the post-season playoffs 
a year ago. UNI is picked in a pre-seas~n coaches' poll to finish fifth in the league 
while Drake is picked ninth. EIU is predicted to duplicate last year's seventh-place 
spot. 
"It's very important to us to start the conference season out on a positive note," 
states third-year Eastern head coach Betty Ralston. "Northern Iowa has a strong team 
• • • we should match-up well with them. Drake is going through a transition phase 
with a new coach. They will be tough. 
"We need a good week of practice and preparation for the Iowa trip. I think we can 
do well if we play our own game and stick to the game-plan. Our front row players need 
to have a big week for us to succeed." 
Ralston's front row attack is headed by senior co~captain JUDY PLANOS (Evanston). 
Eastern's Athlete of the Month for September leads the squad in hitting percentage with 
a .257 mark. Her 192 kills is second on the squad; she also leads the team in service 
aces with 3 7 • 
Junior MAURA LeFEVOUR (Oak Park/Oak Park-River Forest) is second on the squad in 
hitting with a .228 average. The all-conference middle-hitter has 18 block solos and 
38 block assists. 
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Five-foot-9 LORI BERGER (Henry) and 5-10 GIANNA GALAN!I (LaGrange/Lyons !ownship) 
handle the other middle-hitting spot. Berger is third on the team in service aces with 
29 and is first in block assists with 40. Galanti is hitting .192 with seven block 
solos and 17 block assists. She also has been impressing many observers with her 
defense. 
Senior co-captain MISTY BUCKHOLD (Riverton) and sophomore DIANE EISERMAN (Liberty-
ville) are the other front row personnel. Eiserman and Buckhold are one and two on the 
team in digs with 158 and 127, respectively. The hard-hitting Eiserman is the team-
leader in kills (208) and total attempts (502). Her 31 service aces are second-best 
on the team. 
Setter JEANNE PACIONE (Mt. Prospect/Wheeling) has a team-leading 539 assists. The 
5-7 sophomore also is third on the team in hi.tting with a .226 average. 
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